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Vegas         Weddings
We caught up with the lovely Teresa Strasser, Co-Host and News Girl of The 
Adam Carolla Show, who recently got married at the Venetian Hotel and asked 
her a few questions about her own nuptials and getting married in Las Vegas!

Talk Radio Personality,

Teresa Strasser Talks
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“ ”
Some people say that getting married 
is just a piece of paper, and that if you 
already live together you don’t feel any 
different after saying “I do.” Well, I did.

WWhy did you choose to get married in Las Vegas? Initially, I was 

hoping to get married by a Justice of the Peace, to be like Joe DiMaggio 

and Marilyn Monroe in that famous photo of them bursting out of City Hall 

in San Francisco. My dream was just to wear a simple Chanel suit like 

Marilyn (or more likely, a knock-off) and not have the pressure of planning 

a giant wedding. Still, when we got engaged, it was obvious we would 

want to include our immediate families. That’s when we decided on Vegas, 

which is a perfect location for the busy bride. Between my two jobs, I knew 

I had no time to plan and The Venetian sort of took out the guesswork. A 

Las Vegas Hotel wedding still has all the elegance of a traditional setting, 

but with far fewer decisions. I showed up, they handed me a bouquet and 

pointed me in the direction of the aisle. It was perfect.

What was the most surprising thing about getting married?

Some people say that getting married is just a piece of paper, and that 

if you already live together you don’t feel any different after saying “I do.” 

Well, I did. Those people are unbelievably jaded! I woke up the next 

day and felt awed by the thought of a lifetime with my husband. Even 

though I’m not 29 – though my resume says I am – I have never felt 

more grown up. It was truly overwhelming.

 

How did you choose your dress? 

I wanted to find a way to honor my husband’s big sister, Lynn, who died 

in a car accident ten years ago. She was married in a gorgeous Vera 

Wang dress. When the family offered to let me wear it, I was honored. It 

was my favorite part of the day, walking around in this spectacular satin 

and lace confection that added so much meaning to the ceremony.

 

Did you have a reception? 

We chose to have dinner following the ceremony at the N9NE Steak-

house at the Palms, where we were staying. I often stay there when 

the Adam Carolla Show does live broadcasts from Vegas, and I love it 

there. They put us, along with our fourteen guests, in a side room where 

it was quiet enough to enjoy a tradition we instituted: mandatory toasts. 

“ ”
We chose to have dinner following the 
ceremony at the N9NE Steakhouse 
at the Palms, where we were staying.  
I often stay there when the Adam Carolla  
Show does live broadcasts from Vegas, 
and I love it there.
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It’s great. People you think are quiet and reserved, when pressed, can 

give an amazing toast. His mom’s was my favorite, a mix of sentimental 

stories and embarrassing childhood memories that had him blushing. 

Rosemary was a hit! And so were the steaks and fries. Even if you aren’t 

having a wedding reception, you should hit the N9NE.

 

Did you write your own vows?

No. We let Pastor Jack, the Venetian’s officiant, do his thing. He was  

great. Though he hadn’t met us before, our wedding planner, Michelle 

Buckley from Mint Julep, Inc., gave him a little primer on us and he 

threw in some personal touches. He was very warm.

 

Did anything go wrong during the wedding?

When Pastor Jack explained to my dad that he was to walk me down 

the aisle, kiss my cheek and shake the groom’s hand, I could tell he 

was not ingesting information. He had just seen me in the dress and 

veil for the first time and I think he may have been in shock. When he 

got to the end of the aisle, he shook my hand and kissed the groom. 

He fumbled the hand-off, but it was very sweet. I think I said, “That’s 

what we get for not rehearsing.”

 

What surprised you the most about getting married in Vegas?

I think we were completely taken off guard by the photo shoot we did 

the next day at the Neon Boneyard, which is a museum for old, broken 

down neon signs that once lit up the strip. There is everything from a 

giant white shoe to dice and a Binion’s sign. Honeysuckle Photography 

did the shoot and conjured up the idea, and I think it was brilliant. Mag-

gie Hudson, from Honeysuckle, pitched me the idea and I loved it so 

much, we had her come out from Portland to Vegas. Spending some 

time out there, even though we were taking photos, was inexplicably 

romantic. It’s a poetic spot, a reminder that things that no longer dazzle 

as they did when they were new will always have their own beauty. I 

love that place.

 

What was the most challenging part of yourp day?

Not seeing my groom. In fact, though we planned to see each other for 

the first time at the ceremony, I broke down and called him while I was 

getting my hair done at The Palms. I was so nervous that day, and he 

was the only person I wanted to see. We ended up having a great time, 

his mom and sister-in-law were also at the salon, and we just goofed 

around all day in there, which broke the tension. I guess we didn’t get 

that magic moment of him seeing me for the first time, but in a sense, it’s 

more magical for me to be marrying the one person I want to see when 

I’m feeling needy, because let’s face it, that won’t be the last time!

Teresa’s Picks

 
My Something Blue: I used Yoga-Ta Get This Blue! Nail Lacquer from OPI for my pedicure. 
It was the perfect shade, not too crazy as to stand out in photos, but still a little rebellious.

Photography: We chose Michael + Anna Costa Photography to shoot our wedding be-
cause their work is more fine art that typical wedding style. They are based in Los Angeles, 
but do weddings all over the country. There is nothing obvious, cheesy or expected about 
their work. They are true artists and they always made us feel comfortable.
 
The Day-After Shoot: I know it may sound like a strange thing to do, but it’s a good way 
to sneak off and do something creative and fun. I can’t recommend the Neon Boneyard or 
Honeysuckle Photography, who know that spot inside and out, enough.
 
Videographer: Digital Princess – This company is made up of two young women with 
lots of Hollywood production experience. Instead of creating something shmaltzy, they cut 
together a piece more like a music video, slick, stylish and concise. Plus, they give you a 
version that’s easy to post on a website, send to friends who couldn’t be there or even 
project on a wall or screen if you have a party a few weeks later, like we did.
 
Beauty Secret: At my bachelorette party, my friends Lynn and Alex (they run a gossip 
website called laragmag.com and were on “The Amazing Race”) hired Dr. Daniel Linares to 
give out beauty treatments. He did botox on my armpits. Sounds odd, but you won’t have to 
worry about sweating on your wedding day. And it didn’t hurt a bit.
 
Makeup and Hair: Even if you aren’t staying at the Palms, go to Brandi Llewelyn at Amp 
Salon for hair and makeup. Her work is flawless.

 
Wedding Planning: Though our wedding was small and informal, it still took some coor-
dinating, as did the reception for 100 we threw back in Los Angeles at the Central Public 
Library. Using a wedding planner was one of the best decisions we made and Michelle 
Buckley at Mint Julep, Inc. is an angel.
 
Cocktails: We were lucky enough to stay at the Real World Suite at The Palms. It was 
completely dazzling, hot tub, working kitchen and all. My mom helped us throw a cocktail 
party the night before the wedding. One suggestion I got that I will pass along: only have 
one drink the night before your wedding or you will look puffy, so make it a good one. I like 
Jameson’s neat, the man goes for Jim Beam on the rocks.
 
Transportation: Though the Palms sent us out to get our marriage license in a limo (which 
was grand), I got a kick out of taking a cab to the Venetian for the ceremony. I’m a city girl, 
I love taxis, and you can always count on a Vegas cabbie for some good last minute mar-
riage advice.
 
Honeymoon Reading: I got the book “Beautiful Children” before we left for Vegas and 
read it on our honeymoon. By Vegas local Charles Bock, it’s set in the city and tells several 
gripping, intertwining stories. You won’t be able to put it down. Wow, I feel like Oprah now. 
Except without the massive international following, the learning academy, the house in Mon-
tecito, or the millions. At least now, I have my Steadman.
 

Teresa Strasser is an Emmy Award-winning writer. Currently, she is the co-host of the Adam Carolla 
Show, syndicated on radio stations throughout the West Coast, airing from 6-10 a.m. She also co-hosts 
“TV Watercooler” on the TV Guide Network and is a regular contributor to the Los Angeles Times.
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